
1 
 

Kadriye O. Lewis, Ed.D  

Children's Mercy Hospital, Department of Pediatrics, UMKC School of Medicine, Kansas City, MO  

LEARNING OBJECTIVES IN THREE DOMAINS 
 

1) COGNITIVE DOMAIN  
 

Bloom's Taxonomy (1956) 
 
Bloom identified six levels within the cognitive domain, from the simple recall or recognition of 
facts, as the lowest level, through increasingly more complex and abstract mental levels, to the 
highest order which is classified as evaluation.  

 

 
 

 
1. Knowledge - Information gathering, recall of a wide range of material, from specific facts 

to complete theories, but all that is required is the bringing to mind of the appropriate 
information.  

2. Comprehension - the ability to grasp the meaning of material, deeper understanding of 
knowledge shown by translating material from one form to another (words to numbers), 
by interpreting material (explaining or summarizing), and by estimating future trends 
(predicting consequences or effects). 

3. Application - Use of knowledge, the ability to use learned material in new and concrete 
situations (rules, methods, concepts, principles, laws, and theories).  

4. Analysis – Compare and contrast, the ability to break down material into its component 
parts so that its organizational structure may be understood (breaking a whole into parts, 
the identification of the parts, analysis of the relationships between parts, and 
recognition of the organizational principles involved). 

5. Synthesis - Original or new creation, the ability to put parts together to form a new 
whole (the production of a unique communication, a plan of operations i.e., research 
proposal, or a set of abstract relations, i.e., scheme for classifying information). 

6. Evaluation - judging in terms of internal evidence or logical consistency and external 
evidence or consistency with facts develop elsewhere. The judgements are to be based 
on definite criteria. These may be internal criteria (organization) or external criteria 
(relevance to the purpose) 
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2) AFFECTIVE DOMAIN 
 
Krathwohl's Taxonomy of Affective Domain 1964 
Affective objectives deal with the manner in which we deal things emotionally, such as feelings, 
values, application, enthusiasms, motivations, and attitudes. The Krathwohl's taxonomy is 
presented in five stages: 
 

 
 

1. Receiving - being aware of or sensitive to the existence of certain ideas, material, or 
phenomena and being willing to tolerate them.  

2. Responding – a commitment in some small measure to the ideas, materials, or 
phenomena involved by actively responding to them. 

3. Valuing - being willing to be perceived by others as valuing certain ideas, materials, or 
phenomena.  

4. Organization - relating the new value to those one already holds and bringing it into a 
harmonious and internally consistent philosophy. 

5. Characterization by Value Set - acting consistently in accordance with the values the 
individual has internalized. 

 
 
 
3) PSYCHOMOTOR DOMAIN 

 
Ravindrakumar H Dave’s Taxonomy of Psychomotor Domain 1970 
Psychomotor objectives are specific to physical functions, reflex actions and body movements 
to interpret information and learn. Dave (1970) developed the following taxonomy as the five 
stages presented below: 
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1. Imitation - Observing and copying someone else. 
2. Manipulation - Guided via instruction to perform a skill. 
3. Precision - Accuracy, proportion and exactness exist in the skill performance without 

the presence of the original source. 
4. Articulation - Two or more skills combined, sequenced, and performed consistently. 
5. Naturalization - Two or more skills combined, sequenced, and performed 

consistently and with ease. The performance is automatic with little physical or 
mental exertion. 

 
 
 

Elizabeth Simpson’s Taxonomy of Psychomotor Domain 1972 
 
Simpson (1972) built this taxonomy on the work of Bloom and others:  
 

 
 
 
 

1. Perception - Sensory cues guide motor activity. 
2. Set - Mental, physical, and emotional dispositions that make one respond in a certain 

way to a situation. 
3. Guided Response - First attempts at a physical skill. Trial and error coupled with 

practice lead to better performance. 
4. Mechanism - The intermediate stage in learning a physical skill. Responses are 

habitual with a medium level of assurance and proficiency. 
5. Complex Overt Response - Complex movements are possible with a minimum of 

wasted effort and a high level of assurance they will be successful. 
6. Adaptation - Movements can be modified for special situations. 
7. Origination - New movements can be created for special situations. 
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Anita Harrow's Taxonomy of Psychomotor Domain 1972 
 
Harrow (1972) developed this taxonomy. It is organized according to the degree of 
coordination including involuntary responses and learned capabilities: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1. Reflex movements - Automatic reactions. 
2. Basic fundamental movement - Simple movements that can build to more complex 

sets of movements. 
3. Perceptual - Environmental cues that allow one to adjust movements. 
4. Physical activities - Things requiring endurance, strength, vigor, and agility. 
5. Skilled movements - Activities where a level of efficiency is achieved. 
6. Non-discursive communication - Body language. 
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