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Freshmen Seminar SmarterMeasure Content 
Below is the content created in Desire2Learn to be included in the APSU 1000 – Freshmen Seminar sections beginning 

with Fall 2017. 

Week 1 Content 

Module Introduction 
Success begins in one place -- with you. It is important for you to know yourself, the challenges you face, and 

when to seek assistance.   

 

In today's digital age, part of that self-awareness involves your readiness for online educational engagements. 

Many face-to-face courses utilize extensive technology and some students will take courses entirely online. 

 

Through this content, you will explore the skills and knowledge that contribute to success in technology-rich 

environments and we will provide you with a tool, SmarterMeasure, to assess your readiness. 

 

Please select "SmarterMeasure Research" below to begin this content. 

 

SmarterMeasure Research 
In this course, you will participate in activities using a tool called SmarterMeasure.  These course activities are 

part of your grade and are outlined in the course syllabus and schedule. 

 

With your permission, APSU would like to use your SmarterMeasure information for research purposes.  

Participation in research is voluntary, confidential, and will not affect your grade(s) in any courses.   

 

Select the "Informed Consent Form" link below to read about how your information will be protected and 

approve OR decline participation in the research.  

 

Your instructor will not know whether or not you have decided to participate.  If you have questions about 

SmarterMeasure research, please contact Crystal Faulkner in APSU Distance Education at faulknerc@apsu.edu. 

 

LINK TO INFORMED CONSENT FORM HERE 

 

Once you have made a selection at the link above to approve or decline participation in the research at APSU, 

you can continue with this module by accessing the "SmarterMeasure Introduction" content. 

 

SmarterMeasure Introduction 
SmarterMeasure is an online assessment that will assist you in understanding your readiness for learning in 

technology-rich environments.  This assessment will help you identify your strengths and opportunities for 

improvement in seven areas - life factors, individual attributes, learning styles, reading skills, technical 

knowledge, technical competency, and typing skills. 
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Additional information about SmarterMeasure is available online including: 

 SmarterMeasure Privacy Statement (opens new window) 
 SmarterMeasure Accessibility Statement (opens new window) 

The assessment takes approximately 30 minutes to complete from start to finish, but you do not have to 
complete it all in one sitting.  After beginning the assessment, you can use the "Stop and Return Later" button in 
the upper right corner to save your progress after completing a section and exit.  Also, in the upper right corner, 
you will find an "I Need Help" button should you run into any technical difficulties.  You are not graded on your 
scores in the individual sections; you will earn a participation grade based on the number of sections you 
complete.  Refer to your course schedule for the due date for completing the SmarterMeasure assessment.  

After fully completing the assessment, you will be directed to your personalized readiness report.  We highly 
recommend reading your report and utilizing the support resources provided.  The report is a tool.  You will 
want to access it later, even after this course ends.  You can email, print, and/or download and save the report 
for future reference. 

Select the "APSU 1000 SmarterMeasure Assessment" link in the "SmarterMeasure: Student Readiness" 
module to begin.  

Week 2 Content 

SmarterMeasure Discussion Assignment 
Now, you will participate in a discussion with your classmates to reflect on your strengths and opportunities for 

improvement regarding technology-rich learning environments.  Reflect on your SmarterMeasure readiness 

report as a whole and then utilize it in this discussion assignment.   

 

There are three SmarterMeasure Discussion topics.  Links to the three topics have been provided in the 

"SmarterMeasure Discussion" module or you can access them by selecting "Communication" and then 

"Discussions" above. 

 

First, pick a topic and make an original post. Once you have posted, then you will be able to read and respond to 

your classmates.  Reply to at least one classmate.  Do this for each of the three SmarterMeasure Discussion 

topics.  In the end, you should have a total of six posts, three original and three responses.   

 

Remember to be respectful of others and use appropriate language in all posts.  Posts should be thorough and at 

least three sentences or more.  Refer to your course schedule for the due date for completing the 

SmarterMeasure Discussion assignment. 

 

Topic 1 – Help Seeking 
The Individual Attributes section of the SmarterMeasure readiness report discusses the importance of help 

seeking.  Imagine that in one of your courses you are finding the content very difficult.  In addition to your 

instructor, who in your life could you reach out to for assistance?  Why would they be an appropriate person to 

assist you?  What resources are available from APSU? Hint: explore sources of assistance (opens new window). 

 

http://www.smartermeasure.com/privacy/
http://smartermeasure.com/accessibility/
http://www.apsu.edu/online/current-students/sources-assistance
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Topic 2 – Learning Styles 
List your dominant learning style (you may have more than one), then describe a strategy you can use to help 

yourself learn that is consistent with your learning style.  Your learning style information and resources are in 

the Learning Styles section of your SmarterMeasure readiness report.  For example, a student with a solitary 

learning style may find studying in a location such as a library or alone in their car helps them focus. 

Topic 3 – Reason 
Refer to the Life Factors section of your SmarterMeasure readiness report for your Reason score and 

resources.  Why are you continuing your education?  "To get a degree" seems the obvious answer.  But how will 

that degree benefit you?  How will your life be different upon completion of the degree?  

 

End of Semester 
Feedback is an important part of the improvement process.  Participating in this survey is an opportunity for you 

to inform us on your experience with the SmarterMeasure assessment, your personalized readiness report, and 

the SmarterMeasure discussion assignment. 

 

Please complete the survey as honestly as possible.  Your sincere responses can have a positive impact on the 

use of this tool and its effectiveness at APSU.  Select the survey link below to begin. 

 

LINK TO SURVEY HERE 

 

 

[Continued on Next Page] 
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