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Blending to Meet Learning Objectives: Active and Collaborative Learning 
Example  Before Class During Class After Class 

Collaborative 
Case Resolution 
 
 

Students individually review materials related to 
a controversial ethical dilemma. Students record 
their individual case resolution in a reflection 
journal or written document. 

Small groups of students discuss individual 
responses to the case and negotiate a collective 
group resolution.  

Students individually submit a written assignment 
or reflection journal discussing how their thoughts 
on the case resolution changed as a result of the 
small group interaction. 

Team Research 
Design 
 
 

Students individually review readings on 
research design methodologies in relation to 
specific types of research questions (qualitative 
and quantitative).  

Small groups of students are given different 
research questions and tasked to design a research 
proposal to investigate the question.  The proposal 
must include one of the designs reviewed in the 
provided materials. 

Each group posts a presentation of the proposal for 
critique by one other group based on criteria 
provided by the instructor. 

Location 
Analysis 
 
 

Students review content related to the locational 
issue being studied (ex. home fall hazards, urban 
planning, social issues, design, environmental 
issues). Students are given guiding questions for 
conducting an analysis of a location. 

If possible, students conduct the analysis of a 
location and take photos. Student groups gather 
and discuss what they observed. 

Students submit recommendations to improve the 
location in regard to the topic being covered. They 
must justify their recommendations. 

Difficult Topic 
Debates 
 
 

Students review content related to a 
controversial topic, (ex. transsexuals and 
restrooms in a class examining social 
determinants of health). They are told to come to 
class prepared to debate any side of a topic. 

Student groups are assigned sides of an argument 
to debate. They must respond to challenges from 
classmates and instructors. 

Students submit a reflection about the experience 
of arguing a position on a topic they may or may 
not have personally agreed with. 

Teaching the 
Class 

Students sign up for topics in teams and design 
and prepare an educational activity. They are 
required to use an active learning approach. (i.e. 
cannot just give a presentation). 

Student groups implement the activity for the rest 
of the class. This can be recorded for later 
reflection. 

Students write a paper on the process, reflect on 
what they learned from working with the team, and 
consider what they would do differently in the 
future for similar activities. 

Scholarly Poster 
Presentation 

Students identify a call for 
proposals/presentations from an existing 
scientific/scholarly conference related to course 
content/class objectives. 

Students are placed in groups to create 
VoiceThread presentations related to the call for 
proposals as if they were giving it at the conference 
or other professional event. 

Student groups post their presentations for the 
class. Other students critique the posters and 
presentations using given criteria. 

Guest Input on a 
Collaborative 
Assignment 

Students research and begin work on a 
collaborative document or product. 

The class discusses the topic and any issues they 
are having with the assignment. 

Students further refine their documents based on 
the discussion and comments and questions 
inserted in the Google Doc by the guest expert. 


