
Twist: Post Images of Examples

  Students are assigned to visit a particular location 
to look for examples that 
relate to course concepts. 
Students take photos of these 
examples and then share them 
along with explanations in 
discussion board posts.



Tips
• Some students may have trouble uploading 

images; provide work-arounds.

• Remind students about privacy.
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Twist: External Discussion and Reflection 
Students discuss a particular 
viewpoint with a friend or 
colleague, then post a reflection 
about their experience.



Tips:
• Students might have a hard time 

finding someone to talk to.

• Students can have a discussion in 
person, over the phone, on video 
chat, etc.
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Twist: Debate 
Students research one perspective on a particular topic 
and then post an argument from that perspective to the 
discussion board. 

Once everyone has posted from 
their various perspectives, 
students review all posts before 
writing a reflection about whether 
they agree with others or about 
what other information they might 
need before they can decide.



Tips:
• Allow enough time for this type 

of discussion; one student’s late 
post could affect the whole group.
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Twist: Role Play

The student is assigned a role 
and does research based upon 
that role. 

Then, after posting to the 
discussion board, the student 
reviews the other perspectives 
and write a reflection based upon 
the other viewpoints.



Tips:
• When grading, remember that students 

are playing a role and what they write 
may not be their own experience.

• Directions should include “At the  
top of your post, list the role 
you are representing.”

• Consider splitting the 
activity into two parts, 
where students switch 
roles in part two.
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Twist: Fishbowl 
Half of the class participates in 
the discussion (inside fishbowl). 
The other half observes the 
ongoing discussion while pausing 
to reflecton given questions 
(outside fishbowl).



Tips:
• Run through the exercise at 

least twice to allow students 
to participate inside and 
outside of the fishbowl.

• Remember that fishbowls are 
more work to grade because 
students are participating in 
two different ways.

• Better for larger classes 
(12+).
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