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Session Evaluations Contest 

(As part of our "green" initiatives, OLC is no 
longer using paper forms for session 

evaluations.) 

• Download and open OLC Conferences mobile app 
• Navigate to specific session to evaluate  
• Click “Evaluate Session” at the bottom of session 

details screen 
• Complete session evaluation* 

Each session evaluation completed (limited to one per session) = one contest entry 
Five (5) $25 gift cards will be awarded to five (5) individuals  

Must submit evals using the OLC Conferences mobile app or website 

*Contact information required for contest entry but will not be shared 
with the presenters.  

Winners will be contacted post-conference.  



Session Outcomes 
• Learn about the types of writing and editorial roles you can 

pursue 
• Identify current opportunities for publication in the e-learning 

field 
• Find out how to pitch your ideas to a variety of e-learning and 

online education publications 
• Explore writing styles and article types 
• Gain realistic expectations for the typical process of 

submission and review 
• Understand the process of transforming a successful 

conference presentation into a manuscript 
• Leave the session with a plan to get started! 



Benefits:  
Why Should I Do This? 

• Experience 
• Exposure 
• Resume-Building 
• Ability to Expand Role Over Time 
• Ability to Collaborate with Others on 

Writing Projects 



Writing and Editorial Roles:  
What Can I Do? 

• Bloggers 
• Content Collectors 
• Reviewers 
• Article Authors 

• Editorials 
• Interviews 
• Case Studies 
• Reviews (books, conferences, videos, software) 



Writing and Editorial Roles:  
What Can I Do? 
• Presentations (OLC, EDUCAUSE, E-Learn, ACHE) 

• Create writing outline from slide deck headings. 
• Write out your presentation in narrative form (if you had a co-presenter, 

work together to tackle the slides you presented). 
• Add more detail about the background of your project and conclusions 

drawn. 
• What can you add to the content you presented? Consider providing 

more examples, for instance. 
• Provide a full reference/resources list 
• Follow publication submission guidelines for formatting, length, word 

count, etc. 

 



Opportunities:  
Where Can I Do Things? 
• Learning Solutions Magazine 
• www.learningsolutionsmag.com 

 

http://www.learningsolutionsmag.com/


Opportunities:  
Where Can I Do Things? 

 
• Magna Publications: The Teaching Professor 

• http://www.magnapubs.com/newsletter/submit-an-article/the-
teaching-professor.html 
 

 

http://www.magnapubs.com/newsletter/submit-an-article/the-teaching-professor.html
http://www.magnapubs.com/newsletter/submit-an-article/the-teaching-professor.html


Opportunities:  
Where Can I Do Things? 
• Magna Publications:  Online Classroom 
• http://www.magnapubs.com/newsletter/submit-an-

article/online-classroom.html 
 

http://www.magnapubs.com/newsletter/submit-an-article/online-classroom.html
http://www.magnapubs.com/newsletter/submit-an-article/online-classroom.html


Opportunities:  
Where Can I Do Things? 
• Magna Publications:  Academic Leader 
• http://www.magnapubs.com/newsletter/submit-an-

article/academic-leader.html 
 

http://www.magnapubs.com/newsletter/submit-an-article/academic-leader.html
http://www.magnapubs.com/newsletter/submit-an-article/academic-leader.html


Opportunities:  
Where Can I Do Things? 
• Magna Publications:  Faculty Focus 
• www.facultyfocus.com/contribute/ 
 

http://www.facultyfocus.com/contribute/


Opportunities:  
Where Can I Do Things? 
• Magna Publications: Recruitment & Retention 
• http://www.magnapubs.com/newsletter/submit-an-

article/recruitment-retention.html 
 

http://www.magnapubs.com/newsletter/submit-an-article/recruitment-retention.html
http://www.magnapubs.com/newsletter/submit-an-article/recruitment-retention.html


Opportunities:  
Where Can I Do Things? 
• eLearn Magazine 
• http://elearnmag.acm.org/write-for-us.cfm 

 

http://elearnmag.acm.org/write-for-us.cfm


Opportunities:  
Where Can I Do Things? 
• TechCrunch 
• https://techcrunch.com/ 

 

https://techcrunch.com/


Sharing 
What other publications do you know of 
that provide opportunities for practitioners 
to submit articles about e-learning? 



Reality:   
What I Need to Remember 
• Most of these opportunities are unpaid.  

(Refer back to benefits.) 
• As with any writing project, you need to 

make a time commitment and meet all 
expected deadlines. 

• It’s important to accurately identify the 
publication’s audience and tone.   

• Be sure to review the submission 
guidelines (formatting, etc.) carefully. 



Making a Pitch:   
How Do I Do This? 
• Identify a Topic: For each publication, review the recently 

published articles. 
• Look for missing or neglected topics 
• Look for opportunities to expand on a recently published piece 

• Identify the type of article you wish to submit. 
• Review each publication’s requirements for submission.   
• Follow those directions!  Look for recommendations 

regarding: 
• Length 
• Tone 
• Use of References 

• Remember that editors don’t really want to ‘edit.’  Polish up 
your pitch so that is well-written and professional. 



Making a Pitch:  
eLearn Magazine Example 
“I am interested in the opportunity to write an article for eLearn 
Magazine about our Canvas Certification Course (C3). I would like to 
learn about the perspective that you feel would be most relevant to 
your readers. Initially I could envision one of the following 
topics/perspectives: 
-          Purpose/Goals of online faculty credentialing process (C3 allows 
the university to clearly align with SACS accreditation expectations for 
online instructors. It also encourages continual course improvement 
which is a basic premise of Quality Matters.) 
-          Practical ways to include course design elements in faculty 
professional development (We shared design & teaching strategies by 
example as we focused on technical skills of LMS.) 
-          Integration of active learning into Professional Development 
course (Canvas Skill Builder assignment) 
I am certainly open to your ideas as well.” 

 



Making a Pitch:  
eLearn Magazine Example 
“Snapchat is a social media tool used to disseminate annotated stills or short video clips, both known 
as "Snaps", to other users of the service. These snaps are recorded with a basic app and are 
asynchronous, offering a new approach for using video, which differs from more fully-featured 
synchronous tools such as Blackboard Collaborate and Skype. Inherent to the platform is the inability 
to view Snaps after a brief viewing window expires. Consequently, Snapchat exploded onto the social 
media scene with teens as early adopters (now college students) because tawdry communique were 
believed to be instantly deleted.  
 
Now Snapchat flourishes because of the proliferation of video recording technology found on 
smartphones and tablets, its transmission of body language, and production enhancements built into 
the app. This article might include: 
• Discussion of how it, and tools like it, might fill gaps left by traditional LMS communication tools 
• Examples of how colleges and universities are already using Snapchat at the institutional level 
• Examples of how college instructors are already using Snapchat at the course level 
• Benefits and challenges of this tool in higher education (e.g., widespread use, bandwidth needs, 

security) 
• Quick steps for setting up a new account on this platform 

 
Thanks in advance for your feedback!” 
 



Making a Pitch:   
Tips from the Editors 
• Tell us how your topic will address the needs and interests of 

our readers. 
• Identify which section or column, etc. your topic would best fit 

(if applicable) 
• Be open to feedback and making revisions. 
 
• Your Submission: 

• Does your approach match the style of the publication? (formal 
vs. informal, academic vs. non-academic) 

• Proofread, spell-check, make sure URLs work (if included). 
• Are your references and resources up to date? 



Sharing 
• What authoring opportunities does the 

OLC and the Accelerate Conference 
provide? 

 
• What other opportunities might you 

pursue? 



Next Steps:   
What Do I Do Now? 
• Identify an opportunity 
• Select a publication 
• Review the publication’s submission 

requirements 
• Draft a pitch or submission 
• Revise your pitch or submission 
• SUBMIT! 



Contact Us! 

Dr. Donna Gardner Liljegren 
dliljegren@aurora.edu 

 
 
 
 
Dr. Melissa Venable 

melissa.a.venable@gmail.com / melissa@onlinecolleges.net 
 
 
 

 

mailto:dliljegren@aurora.edu
mailto:melissa.a.venable@gmail.com
mailto:melissa@onlinecolleges.net
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