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Workshop Overview and Objectives
At the end of this workshop, you will be able to:

• Align course objectives with content and activities

• Categorize varied and appropriate learning activities and 
assessments

• Incorporate alignment to keep learners focused and promote 
student success



What is Alignment?

“The instructional decisions 
we make will increase the 
probability that our students 
will learn.”

- Anonymous 

DEFINITION:

Alignment means creating courses where 
the course goals, learning objectives, 
activities, and assessments are consistent.



Defining Terms

1 Course Goals

2 Learning Objectives

3 Learning Materials

4 Learner Interaction

5 Learning Activities

6 Learning Assessments



VS

What’s the Difference?

GOALS OBJECTIVES

Definition: describe broad aspects of behavior 
which incorporate a wide range of knowledge 
and skills; learning outcomes; course 
objectives. 

Sometimes department-provided or state-
mandated

Definition: are the expectations for student 
performance written in measurable terms

Example: Communicate using attributes of 
music as they relate to the various elements of 
music in historical periods and global cultural 
contexts.

Aligned Example 1: Identify the attributes and 
elements of musical selections from different 
time periods and geographical locations.

Aligned Example 2: Analyze musical 
selections from different time periods and 
geographical locations using appropriate 
terminology.

Resource: Bloom’s Taxonomy Table



Learner Interaction

Learner-to-Content Learner-to-InstructorLearner-to-Learner



VS

What’s the Difference?

ACTIVITIES ASSESSMENTS

Definition: Enable students to engage with and 
develop their skills, knowledge and 
understanding. The activities prepare them for 
the assessment.

Definition: Evaluate student progress in 
alignment with learning objectives and 
measure the effectiveness of student 
learning. 

Content Example: Knowledge check quiz on the 
textbook reading

Learner Example: Discussion prompt where students 
respond and provide feedback to their peers’ 
response. 

Instructor Example: Instructor consultation for a 
research prospectus

Content Example: Major exam that includes 
many of the questions from the knowledge check 
quizzes, in addition to open ended questions

Learner Example: Collaborative group debate, 
where students give an argument and a rebuttal. 

Instructor Example: Final Research paper, 
where the instructor provides feedback based on 
rubric

Resources: Activity and Assessment Samples



What Does Alignment Look Like?

Course Goal AssessmentLearning 
Objectives

Learning 
Materials

Learning 
Activity

Communicate 
using attributes of 

music 

1. Identify 
attributes of 

musical selections 

2. Analyze musical 
selections using 

terminology

Interactive 
presentation

Textbook Reading

Quizlet

Knowledge check 
quiz 

Short answer 
listening exam



Continuing to Incorporate Alignment



Continuing to Incorporate Alignment



Continuing to Incorporate Alignment

OBJECTIVE:
Discuss the quality and differences between 
formal and informal assessments.



Continuing to Incorporate Alignment

OBJECTIVE:
Evaluate one of the standardized tests used 
in your school.



Thank you for your time! 

Any questions?
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