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Traditional Course Assignments 
    Traditional classroom assignments are those completed by students to meet specific 
requirements set forth by the instructor.  The assignments often showcase a specific skill, 
demonstrate knowledge in a certain content area or synthesize information from multiple 
sources.  These assignments receive a grade and are returned to the student.  The lifecycle 
of traditional assignments are short lived and the audience is limited to the instructor  
(Wiley, 2013).   

What is Open Pedagogy? 
     Open Pedagogy is teaching and learning practices that focus on the creation, revision, 
adjustment and redistribution of open educational resources back into the educational 
community.  These resources become available to other educators, students, and the 
general public to access for their own use.  
 
     Open pedagogy centers students in the creation process, where students are active 
agents in directing and producing educational content that is integrated back into the 
classroom to build upon by other students or becomes shared with the public at large.  A 
cyclical process is enacted where the advancement of knowledge has no stopping point.  
By situating students at the center of this advancement their engagement and effort 
transforms because they know their work is adding value beyond just the classroom 
(DeRosa & Robison, 2017; Jhangiani, 2017). 
 
Open Educational Resources (OER) 
     An open educational resource is an educational resource that includes an open license 
that allows for the free use and upfront permission to modify the resource without first 
requesting permission from the copyright holder.  In fact, the only difference between 
OER and other educational materials or resources, are the open licenses attached to the 
materials (Butcher et al., 2015). OER are based on the philosophy of open access to 
educational resources where materials are openly available to use, distribute, modify 
and/or re-purpose (Wiley, 2007).   
 
     The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation (n.d.) defines OER as:   
      

teaching, learning and research resources that reside in the public domain or have 
been released under an intellectual property license that permits their free use and re-
purposing by others.  Open educational resources include full courses, course 
materials, modules, textbooks, streaming videos, tests, software, and any other tools, 
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materials or techniques used to support access to knowledge (William and Flora 
Hewlett Foundation, n.d.). 

 
Open Licensing  
     Open licensing offers a standardized way to grant permission and to state restrictions 
regarding accessing, using, repurposing, reusing, or redistributing creative work 
(UNESCO, 2012).  In contrast, free educational materials, such as those made available 
from for-profit companies or nonprofit organizations (e.g., the Digital Public Library of 
America, Internet Archive, and the World Digital Library); maintain an “all rights 
reserved” copyright.  This is the copyright default that comes with restrictions on how 
one can use the materials; most often the restriction prevents the alteration or 
redistribution of the material.  
 
     An open license maintains the authors copyright and acknowledgement for their work 
while also allowing for their material to be shared with the public, but with minimal 
restrictions.  The degree of these restrictions varies from allowing others to download and 
share original work unaltered to allowing others to distribute, change, modify, or build 
upon original work (even commercially) as long as credit is given to the original authors.  
Authors determine the type of license and thus the level of restrictions placed on their 
work.  
 
    The most popular licensing approach within the OER movement has been the Creative 
Commons (CC) set of licensing options (Butcher et al., 2015).  CC currently offers six 
licensing options based on a combination of two considerations: (a) the authors’ 
preferences for the commercial or noncommercial use of their material, and (b) the 
degree to which authors permit changes or modifications to the original work (Creative 
Commons, n.d.).   
 
     The four licensing options of CC BY, CC BY-SA, CC BY-NC, and CC BY NC-SA 
adhere to the spirit of OER and the 5R’s (retain, reuse, revise, remix, and redistribute).  
Materials licensed under options CC BY-ND and CC BY-NC-ND are free to use, but are 
not considered OER because of the retained restrictions on altering and/or redistribution 
of the materials (Green, 2017).  CC’s current (Version 4.0) main licensing options are as 
follows:  
 

Attribution (CC BY 4.0) This license lets others distribute, remix, tweak, 
and build upon your work, even commercially, as long as they credit you for the 
original creation.  This is the most accommodating of the licenses offered.  
Recommended for maximum dissemination and use of licensed materials.   
Examples: PLOS ONE and OpenStax CNX open textbooks 
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Attribution-ShareAlike (CC BY-SA 4.0) This license lets others remix, 
tweak, and build upon your work even for commercial purposes, as long as they 
credit you and license their new creations under the identical terms.  This license 
is often compared to “copyleft” free and open source software licenses.  All new 
works based on yours will carry the same license, so any derivatives will also 
allow commercial use.  This is the license used by Wikipedia, and is 
recommended for materials that would benefit from incorporating content from 
Wikipedia and similarly licensed projects.  
Examples: Wikipedia and Wikibooks 

 
  

Attribution-Non-Commercial (CC BY-NC 4.0) This license lets 
others remix, tweak, and build upon your work non-commercially, and although 
their new works must also acknowledge you and be non-commercial, they don’t 
have to license their derivative works on the same terms.  
Example: Images collection from the Brooklyn Museum and Wired.com 
photography 

 
  

Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike (CC BY-NC-SA 4.0) 
This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work non-
commercially, as long as they credit you and license their new creations under the 
identical terms.    
Examples include: Noba Chapters and MIT OpenCourseWare 

 
 

Attitibution-NoDerivatives (CC BY-ND 4.0) This license allows for 
redistribution, commercial and non-commercial, as long as it is passed along 
unchanged and in whole, with credit to you.  

 
 
Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives (CC BY-NC-ND 
4.0) This license is the most restrictive of our six main licenses, only allowing 
others to download your works and share them with others as long as they credit 
you, but they can’t change them in any way or use them commercially (Creative 
Commons, n.d.-a). 
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Examples of Open Pedagogy  
     Example 1: Students in an abnormal psychology class were assigned readings on the 
history of a local state mental hospital and then reviewed an existing wiki page on the 
hospital to fact check the information.  As a class, information on the page was corrected 
and additional content was added.  Instead of the traditional writing assignment of a 
summary paper on the history of the hospital (that would only be read by the instructor), 
students took their knowledge and contributed to existing public information.   

 
   Example 2: Noba, an online platform that offers free and open access psychology-
related textbooks and resources, sponsors a yearly competition for students to create 
video summaries on select psychological concepts (see http://nobaproject .com/student-
video-award/winners). These videos become part of the Noba collection and are licensed 
for open remixing and reuse by the public.  
 
   Example 3: Students is an introductory writing and research class practice writing for 
real world communication.  Students in class created a public blog to document restaurant 
reviews for community members to read. 
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