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Chancellor’s Grant 
2013-2014 to 
convert World Civ. I, 
II, and III to online
• With Prof. Linda Ivey and Dr. 

Nancy Park

1. Redesign the World History 
sequence

2. Increase Student Interactivity 
with the use of technology and 
team-based learning

3. Decrease the number of 
repeatable grades (C- and 
below).  10 quarters of grade 
data on HIST 1014 showed that 
23% of our students were 
receiving an F in this class.



Put all of these devices to good use in 
the classroom



What will this class help you with?

“Some of the skills commonly being cited as vital in today’s 
workforce include:

The ability to communicate effectively orally and in writing 
(with almost all of today’s written communications in business being 
conducted digitally).

Teamwork skills and the ability to collaborate with others in diverse 
groups settings (information technologies are increasingly essential 
to many forms of organizational collaboration).

The ability to innovate and be creative (today’s information 
technologies empower innovate and creative capabilities in ways 
not previously envisioned).

The ability to locate, organize, and evaluate information from 
multiple sources.”

http://www.emergingedtech.com/2013/11/21st-century-
technology-skills-are-a-core-competency-for-todays-graduates/



World Civ. I:   Covers 9 civilizations, 
plus the Neolithic, (spanning from 
10,000 BC to 800 AD) in 10 
weeks…



The hook:  they 
can choose a 

topic or a theme
to focus on 

(essay, blogs, 
video).





Interactive video lectures using Thinglink video 
https://www.thinglink.com/video/727192234541187072

https://www.thinglink.com/video/727192234541187072


Students create a website using Wix.com
http://ewhite191.wixsite.com/world-

civilization (used with permission) 

http://ewhite191.wixsite.com/world-civilization


Blog #1 needs to be 
an overview of their 
topic.  I allow them 
to use this blog as 
the transcript for 
their individual 

video.  They then 
write two other 

blogs on the 
evolution of their 

topic



These are fully cited short essays 
with bibliography



Sources to use? 
www.Scoop.it ; JSTOR; 

books

http://www.scoop.it/


CRAAP Test 
for evaluating 

websites



Individual Video Project on their topic (they must also 
provide a cited transcript)



(Sometimes!) a 
Podcast on their 
theme, along with 
fully cited 
transcripts



Team Video 
Project 

(https://www.
youtube.com/
watch?v=BFgC

n-NnOdc )

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BFgCn-NnOdc


Portfolio of 
their work, 

using Thinglink 
video



Is it working?
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Do you find the Tagged information in the videos 
helped to your learning about history? If not, 
please explain.

88.5% of students in three online 
classes said Yes.



Lessons Learned

Do not assign too many digital 
accounts at once!
Simplify the Blackboard page
Team-based learning doesn’t quite 
work in a quarter system in online 
classes but should work in a semester 
system.


