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Introduction



The New Yorker, April 20, 2009, by David Sipress



ACTIVE LEARNING EXERCISE

*

When you view the next three 
videos, consider:

1. Does the video help you understand 
the complexity of the topic?

2. Are you engaged? Did you retain 
most, some, or very little of what 
you just heard/saw? 

3. If you stopped paying attention, 
why?



Example #1:
Roman Army Structure

Source: https://vimeo.com/31781946
Designed and Produced by Blair Harrower at ISO

ACTIVE LEARNING EXERCISE



Example #2
NYU graduate course: 
HIV/AIDS from a Global 
Perspective
Global History of HIV/AIDS -
“1987 to 1989: A New Hope and a 
Movement Take Hold”

Perry Halkitis, PhD, College of Global Public Health

ACTIVE LEARNING EXERCISE



Example #3:
NYU graduate course: 
Bioethical Issues in Society

What is the Value of Personal Beliefs in 
Bioethics?

Arthur Caplan, PhD, NYU Langone Medical Center, Director of 
Division of Medical Ethics

ACTIVE LEARNING EXERCISE
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ACTIVE LEARNING EXERCISE



What were the 
differences between 
each video?

• Complexity?

• Engagement?

• Comprehension?

• Loss of attention?

ACTIVE LEARNING EXERCISE



Roman Army Global HIV/AIDS: 
1987-1989

Bioethics: Value of 
Personal Beliefs

Narrative value
No real story, but a lot of 
facts

Clear, engaging storyline 
with personal connection

Clear and engaging storytelling 
that conjures imagery, Q&A 
format

Production Value
Fast, slick, entertaining

Slowly paced, 
interspersed historical 
imagery 

Just talking (though with some 
editing)

Instructor’s role
Just hit play

Factual information  
combined with 
storytelling 

Story introduced by instructor 
with open ended questions to 
follow

ACTIVE LEARNING EXERCISE



STORYTELLING IN A Q&A FORMAT

Bioethical Issues in Society 

Created with Arthur Caplan, Professor of Bioethics, NYU Langone 
Medical Center Director of Division of Medical Ethics



What is the value of Personal 
Beliefs in Bioethics?

STORYTELLING IN A Q&A FORMAT

Example of non-graded quiz question:



STORYTELLING IN A Q&A FORMAT

Is it Ethical to Make Babies for their Parts?
Students were asked:

My Sister’s Keeper, 2009

If you had a child who needed a kidney, 
would you try to have another child in 
order to increase the chances that a 
suitable organ would be available? 
Keep in mind that procreation for 
donation and embryo selection, while 
expensive, increases the chances of 
compatibility.



STORYTELLING WITH AN ONLINE-ROLE PLAY



Students were:
1. Assigned a character and a 

narrative describing their 
character.

2. Asked to stay in character 
within their group.

3. Required to consider a few 
questions, as they worked 
through the role play.

STORYTELLING WITH AN ONLINE-ROLE PLAY



Photo: UNMEER/Martine Perret

Outcome of role-play:

1) Students submitted their 
collective answers in a 500-word 
essay uploaded to the entire 
team’s discussion forum section. 

2) They were encouraged to read 
each other’s essays.

3) They participated in a live video 
conference to discuss their 
experiences.

STORYTELLING WITH AN ONLINE-ROLE PLAY



HIV/AIDS from a Global Perspective

ONLINE STORYTELLING EVOLVES:



HIV Epidemiological Case 
Study: Ukraine
1. Why is this case of interest to her?
2. Why should it be of interest to you?
3. Brief historical context.
4. Combined data and storytelling
5. Video preceded and followed by text 

and images. 

HIV/AIDS from a Global Perspective

ONLINE STORYTELLING EVOLVES:
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HIV/AIDS from a Global Perspective

ONLINE STORYTELLING EVOLVES:

Photos/images

Explanatory text

Relevant 
Data



Interactive Timeline:

1. Synopsis of lesson content 
with more facts and 
images.

2. Students navigate history 
reinforced by visuals.

3. Details and images 
reinforce larger themes 
explored in the lesson. 

HIV/AIDS from a Global Perspective

ONLINE STORYTELLING EVOLVES:
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Insert video and infographic from GHIV

INSERT DATA ON ATTENTION SPANS ETC.

STUDENTS TELLING STORIES
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PSA and Infographic Assignment
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1) Think about your “stories” 
this week.

2) Try them out in the 
classroom when you return.

3) Explore how to create 
videos and other 
storytelling tools on your 
campus, and on your own.

4) Consider a hybrid form of 
teaching.

Questions?
sharon.kay@nyu.edu


