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Goals for This Session 
By the end of this session, attendees will be able to: 

Describe interactive tools for online and hybrid courses beyond the 

discussion board  

Identify appropriate interactive tools for selected assignments and activities 

Design activities that effectively use interactive tools in place of the 

discussion board  

 



Quick Discussion: How do you encourage interaction? 

What are some successes and challenges with interaction 

that you’ve had in your online and hybrid courses so 

far? 

 



Why is interaction important? 
Creates a greater sense of community and more motivation, which can help 

improve student retention (Mosina, 2014) 

Inspires more critical thinking and participation (Guiller, Durndell, & Ross, 

2008) 

Leads to higher satisfaction with the learning experience (Swan, 2002) 

Correlated with higher performance in a course (Jung, Choi, Lim, & Leem, 

2002) 

 



Discussion Boards: The Good and the Less-Than-Ideal 
Good 

Can be great for in-depth textual discussions and replies 

Can work well as a group project space 

Can be engaging with the right prompts 

Is usually easy to grade when supported by LMS 

Less-Than-Ideal 

Can be boring - it’s all text 

Can encourage students to do the bare minimum (posting requirements) 

Can lead to a lack of in-depth analysis 

Does not necessarily inspire personal connections/community 

 



Beyond the 
Discussion Board 
Tools to encourage more 

interaction and connection 

Blog Assignments 

Wikis 

VoiceThread 

Social Media 



What Are You Trying to Accomplish? 
Consider your learning objective and what you want your 

students to produce or accomplish 

Think about the level of your students and their comfort 

with technology 

Don’t forget to consider your own workload! 

Set your expectations for interaction up front 

 



 Blogs and Journals for Reflection 

Blogs and journals are similar - provide a good space for 

students to reflect and/or comment 

Great for reflection on learning, research diaries, tracking 

progress 

Can simulate a blog or journal using the discussion board 

or Google Docs 



Dr. Sara Smith’s 

HDEV4120 - Child 

Language 

Development 

course 





Dr. Tom 

Bickley’s 

LIBY1210 - 

Intro to 

Information 

Literacy 

course 



Wikis and Collaborative Editing 
Collaborative, jointly-editable space with internal linking 

(like Wikipedia) 

Great for group assignments and creating resource 

databases 



You are required to add eight original pages to the course wiki during the quarter. For each original page you 

add, you first need to find a newspaper or magazine article that pertains to the linguistic-anthropological 

topic(s) being discussed for the week submitted.  Be sure to pick an article that is not already on the wiki.  

You will not receive credit for duplicate efforts.  Then write a 200-300-word entry for the article in the course 

wiki.  Your entry should: 

summarize the article (include the hyperlink or attach a copy of the article); 

identify and explain relevant linguistic-anthropological ideas/concepts/theories; and 

analyze the article in light of these ideas/concepts/theories – specifically, explain how these 

ideas/concepts/theories help you clarify any misconceptions or better understand the issues discussed 

in the article, or conversely, how the newspaper or magazine article deepens your understanding of 

these ideas/concepts/theories. 

 

After you've added your entry, read what pages have been added and make edits to them to add to the 

knowledge base.  Appropriate edits include: 

adding a link from one wiki page to another (it doesn’t have to be your original entry) and including a 

paragraph explaining the connection between the two pages; 

adding additional insights and information to a classmate’s wiki page; and 

editing a wiki page to clarify an idea or correct an error. 

To fully participate with the wiki, expect to modify at least 8 pages created by other students by the end of the 

quarter.  

 

 

Dr. Andrew 

Wong’s 

ANTH 3800 

- Language 

and Culture 

course 









VoiceThread and the Human Connection 
Cloud-based application that allows for asynchronous 

group discussion 

Participants can comment on VoiceThread slides with 

audio, text, and video responses that are viewable by 

other participants 

Great for personalizing discussion in an online class, vocal 

tasks like debates, introductions, language 

assignments 





Dr. Shiori Hoke-Grellar’s MLL 3802 - 

Intermediate Japanese II course 



● Example VoiceThread 

 

● Example Debate VoiceThread 

Live VoiceThread Examples 

https://voicethread.com/about/library/HigherEd_Studying_Abroad_in_Ecuador_David_Thompson/
https://voicethread.com/about/library/HigherEd_Studying_Abroad_in_Ecuador_David_Thompson/
https://voicethread.com/about/library/Using_VoiceThread_in_an_online_course_from_Professor_Russ_Meade/
https://voicethread.com/about/library/Using_VoiceThread_in_an_online_course_from_Professor_Russ_Meade/


Social Media Tools 
Consist of tools like Facebook, Twitter, tumblr, etc. 

Useful for both asynchronous and synchronous 

discussion and sharing 

Provide a familiar interface and format for many students 

Great for replicating synchronous conversations and 

having students present thoughts concisely 



Dr. Li-Ling Chen’s EDUI 6110: Web as an Interactive Educational Tool course 









Your Turn! 
Think of an existing discussion activity in one of your courses that could 

benefit from a redesign using one of the tools we’ve discussed (or, if you 

don’t have an existing activity, think of one you’d like to make). 

Break into groups based on the tool you think you might use 

(Blogs/Journals, Wikis, VoiceThread, Social media) and brainstorm some 

ways you might use it in your course. 

Keep your objective in mind as you choose an appropriate tool. 

 



Thank you! 
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