
Students needed more 

opportunities to practice and 

showcase Critical Thinking skills 

when learning new information 

(Traditional assignments did not 

allow for much practice.)

Creates opportunities for students to 
slow down and practice new skills 
Requires active participation and 
increases engagement with content
Empowers students to master a 
concept before high-stakes 
assignment 

Students needed more activities 

that required Creativity (Many of 

our old assignments did not allow 

for creative expression of ideas but 

required students to adhere 

precisely to a rubric.)

Enables students to create compelling 
infographics for free
Provides templates and images to 
communicate information visually 
Allows students to communicate their 
knowledge in unique, innovative ways 

Students needed more activities 

that encouraged Collaboration 

(Students were tempted to assume 

they were “alone” in this new online 

learning world, and we wanted 

them to connect with each other 

and our support staff.)

Creates a clean, user-friendly 
environment for our large classes
Offers students opportunities to text 
chat or meet individually with 
classmates, instructors, and staff 
Introduces students to video 
conferencing protocol and skills that 
are crucial in today’s world 

Allows students to create short videos 
so they can see and hear one another 
Includes ability to comment on other’s 
videos and track the number of views
Creates more human communication 
than a traditional discussion board 

Students needed more tools to 

engage in real, thoughtful 

Communication (They skipped 

traditional discussion board 

assignments and never saw one 

another in the old course.) FLIPGRID
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National Education Association. "An Educator's Guide to the Four Cs: Preparing 21st Century Students for 

a Global Society." www.nea.org. pp. 1-37. http://www.nea.org/assets/docs/A-Guide-to-Four-Cs.pdf. 

In 2002 the Framework for 21st Century Learning was developed, which includes 18 

different skills that have been incorporated into learning standards by schools 

across the United States. During the past few years, the skills have been simplified 

into four specific skills that are considered the most important to employers: Critical 

Thinking, Communication, Collaboration, and Creativity. These skills have been 

integrated into learning standards, assessments, and professional development so 

that teachers can enhance the learning process and put the "Four Cs" into 

classroom practice. While the ultimate goal is to prepare students for global 

citizenship in today's digital world, educators must shift their instruction to better 

prepare students for the ever-changing workforce skills and demands. In order to 

produce citizens that are adequately prepared to enter the 21st Century workplace, 

educators must implement the following "Four Cs" into their classroom instruction:
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Critical Thinking - Critical thinking skills involve the ability to compare 
options, synthesize information, and make informed decisions. Reasoning 
and problem-solving skills are important life skills for both students and 
employees. 
Communication - Communication skills such as listening, empathy, human 
interactions (nonverbal, verbal, and written) are valuable assets in today's 
world.
Collaboration - Working effectively with diverse peoples, making 
compromises, and assuming shared responsibilities are critical skills in 
school and the workplace.
Creativity - A creative spirit includes innovation, analytical intellectual skills, 
and the ability to carry out a vision to make the world a better place.FO
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Stefanie Buckner, UAEC 200 Instructor: slbuckner@ccs.ua.edu
Tracy Hinton, UAEC 200 Instructor: tbhinton@ccs.ua.edu
Robyn Hammontree, Instructional Designer: rhammontree@ua.edu

Questions? We'd 
love to chat!


