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On Tuesday, November 8, 2016 
These Divided States of America exposed a festering wound 
That has existed for centuries if you were ever attuned 
 
Now more than ever, we harbingers of hope at the helm of higher education 
Are faced with the unpredictability of a new White House administration 
 
Now, more than ever…with the pain, frustration, rage, and confusion playing out across 
our country our work has become increasingly urgent 
So we acceleratin adaptive learning to confront every achievement deterrent 
 
Accelerated access 
Accelerated change 
Alternative methods 
We not tryna stay the same 
 
Now, more than ever 
Our country is bursting at the seams 
And if we do not stand 
We will be responsible  
For building a wall between our students and their wildest dreams 
  
As champions of online learning 
How could we not see the connection 
When digital spaces so profoundly mediated our sociopolitical engagement this election 
 
77% of students say that digital course material increases engagement 
So now more than ever, 
We must accelerate online learning success to diminish any estrangement 
The audacity to accelerate action rooted in an ethic of care 
The audacity to rethink education through digital courseware 
With examples like Minerva active learning storage software  
 
Now, more than ever, we must question the failures of our past to design the victories of 
tomorrow 
Choosing the opulence of optimism over a sentiment of sorrow  
 
Teaching and learning with technology should not just be a privilege for a few 
OLC Accelerate, the weight of this work is on YOU 
With 24 countries and over 1,800 attendees 
YOU got them Digital Learnin’ Innovation keys  
But how will you produce the palpable promise of hope in your practice after everybody 
leaves 
 
When you return home 
What ideas will you be pitchin’? 
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Cookin’ up fixins in a local Technology Test Kitchen? 
The promise of augmented realities 
With tangible strategies 
For multimodal approaches to learnin’ anatomies 
Dragon dictation 
Online course evaluation 
 
How will you help students succeed in life after higher education? 
How will you use the trends in the design, development, delivery, and administration 
Of creating online learning environments for the next generation? 
Badging and purposeful planning for student success 
Support systems for online teachers so the threat of isolation does not become a stress 
 
There are so many digital tools 
That professors get overwhelmed about what to use 
Practical curriculum enhancement strategies are needed to help them choose 
 
But new challenges are really just new opportunities 
New ingenuities movin from initial scrutiny  
Movin from something new to me until it feels like somethin’ true to me 
 
Now, more than ever 
We are challenged to tell the truth 
About the threatening nature of Higher Ed to underrepresented groups 
We can’t grow healthy fruit without interrogatin toxic roots 
So now, more than ever 
We’re not accepting any excuse 
For not fighting for inclusion and alternative paths in your pedagogical practice 
When it was principles of exclusion that truly begat this 
Mess --of high college costs and drop out rates that keeps propellin’ 
So now for every non-traditional student 
We’re demanding digital story tellin’ 
Distance Education Programs 
And virtual realities 
To increase engagement and achievement  
And disrupt social polarities  
 
Now, more than ever 
Our country is bursting at the seams 
And if we do not stand 
We will be responsible  
For building a wall between our students and their wildest dreams 
 
 
 
 


