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Excited to dialogue & work with you!
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Our Focus Today

◎ Reflecting on what we’ve learned during the 
pandemic

◎ Examining quality blended learning practices 

◎ Planning the next steps in your blended 
journey

3



What have we learned?



The Pandemic: A Where Were You When Situation
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Let’s Get Into Poll Everywhere

1. Go to PollEv.com

2. Enter NICOLEWEBER211
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The Remote Difference

“In contrast to experiences that are 
planned from the beginning and 
designed to be online, emergency 
remote teaching (ERT) is a 
temporary shift of instructional 
delivery to an alternate delivery 
mode due to crisis circumstances.”
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https://er.educause.edu/articles/2020/3/the-difference-between-emergency-remote-teaching-and-online-learning


What does quality 
look like?



A Peak at Blended Courses 
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The Secret is the Blend 
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…and Its Essential Elements
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Programs
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A Blended Program Approach

Like blended courses, there can be technological characteristics to be 
considered in developing a construct and definition of blended courses. 
Unlike the debates of synchronicity and pedagogy (i.e., art of teaching), 
blended programs tend to focus on the base definition that a percentage 
of the program is delivered at a distance, remotely, or online. Typically, a 
blended program does not mean that every course within the program is 
blended, but a blended program is defined as a program where students 
can complete a series of courses within the degree program where the 
courses may be delivered face-to-face, blended, or fully online. 
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Quality Blended Programming Considerations

◎ Does your program (or programs you support) have minimum 
requirements for design & delivery of blended courses?

○ Do the courses in your blended program have consistent 
structure and navigation?

○ Do the courses in your blended program promote instructor 
and student engagement? 

○ Do the courses identify key areas of integration? 
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A Blended Institutional Approach
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Quality Blended Institutional Considerations

◎ Has your institution defined the strategic value of blended 
learning, integrating it into the institution’s mission, values, and 
strategic plan?

◎ Does your institution have reliable course delivery and 
engagement technologies? 

◎ Does your institution provide instructional development to 
prepare for teaching blended courses and advancing their craft? 
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Final Thoughts

◎ We can leverage what we have learned to grow 

◎ Quality blended learning and emergency remote teaching are 
different

◎ We can utilize resources, like the OLC QSS & Planning for a 
Blended Future, to support our work across the institution

◎ It’s all about planning for continuous improvement!
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Questions?
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Resources

The Difference Between Emergency Remote Teaching and Online Learning 

Planning for a Blended Future: A Research-Driven Guide for Educators

OLC Quality Scorecard for Blended Learning Programs

Joosten, T. M., Barth, D., Harness, L., & Weber, N. L. (2013). The impact 
of instructional development and training for blended teaching on 
course effectiveness in Blended Research Perspectives, Volume 2

28

https://er.educause.edu/articles/2020/3/the-difference-between-emergency-remote-teaching-and-online-learning
https://onlinelearningconsortium.org/tools/planning-for-a-blended-future/%5d
https://onlinelearningconsortium.org/consult/olc-quality-scorecard-blended-learning-programs/
https://www.routledge.com/Blended-Learning-Research-Perspectives-Volume-2/Picciano-Dziuban-Graham/p/book/9780415632515

