
Questions to consider when reviewing this syllabus 

● How would you change the syllabus if you wanted to keep students focused on learning 
experience rather than maximizing points?  

● How would you change the syllabus to encourage more peer-to-peer engagement? 

Make comments in the syllabus by using the Google Doc Comments feature. You can access this 
feature by using the comment button in the top toolbar, or with the key combination ctl+at+m. 
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Course Description/Purpose 

Chicago blues is perhaps simultaneously the simplest and most complex form of musical expression 
of the 20th century. Communicating deep emotions and experiences of oppression often through 
merely three chords, Chicago blues is easy to learn but difficult to master.  This 5-week course is an 
introduction to the history and structure of Chicago Blues music in the 20th century. Topics may 
include basic music theory, the development and structure of 12-bar blues, blues instrumentation, the 
Great Migration, cultural appropriation, the relationship of Chicago blues to London skiffle music, 
women’s contributions to the blues, and the modern portrayal of Chicago blues music in media (e.g. 
the Blues Brothers and the Simpsons). 

Educational Objectives  

In this course, you will learn: 

● Basic music theory and how Chicago Blues is constructed (composition and instrumentation) 
● Why and how Chicago blues developed, and also why it’s better than Delta blues 
● Race, class, and gender issues surrounding Chicago Blues 

 Course Requirements and Expectations 

Grades 



As you complete your work in this course you can earn up to 222 points. Points will be allocated for 
activities as follows: 

● Participate in weekly live sessions and discussion boards: 6 points / week, maximum 30 points 
● Weekly reflection assignment: 12 points per assignment, maximum 48 points 
● Weekly research assignment: 16 points per assignment, maximum 64 points 
● Final presentation: 32 points 
● Final paper: 48 points 

Grading Scale 

● A = 207 and above 
● A- = 200-206 
● B+ = 193-199 
● B = 185-192 
● B- = 178-184 
● C+ = 171-177 
● C = 163-170 
● C- = 155-162 
● Below 155 points is considered failing 

Academic Integrity  

Students are expected to adhere to the University’s Code of Academic Integrity, available at 
https://catalog.upenn.edu/pennbook/code-of-academic-integrity/.  Care should be taken to avoid 
academic integrity violations, including plagiarism, fabrication of information, and multiple 
submissions (see descriptions below).**   Students who engage in any of these actions will be 
referred to the Office of Student Conduct, which investigates and decides on sanctions in cases of 
academic dishonesty. 

1. Plagiarism: using the ideas, data, or language of another person or source without specific or 
proper acknowledgment.  Example: copying, in part or in its entirety, another person’s paper, 
article, or web-based material and submitting it for an assignment; using someone else’s ideas 
without attribution; not using quotation marks where appropriate; etc. 

2. Fabrication: submitting contrived or altered information in any academic exercise. Example: 
making up data or statistics, citing nonexistent articles, contriving sources, etc. 

3. Multiple submissions: submitting, without prior permission, any work submitted to fulfill another 
academic requirement. 

**It is students’ responsibility to consult the instructor if they are unsure about whether something 
constitutes a violation of the Code of Academic Integrity. 

Required Texts 

All readings, recordings, and videos will be posted on Canvas. 

https://catalog.upenn.edu/pennbook/code-of-academic-integrity/
https://catalog.upenn.edu/pennbook/code-of-academic-integrity/


Assignments 

● Weekly reflection 
Due Date: End of each week except the final week 
Description of Assignment and Expectations: Each week, you will reflect on what you have 
learned in a journal entry. 

● Weekly research 
Due Date: End of each week except the final week 
Description of Assignment and Expectations: Each week, you will be given a research prompt 
– these weekly assignments will build into a final paper.  The first week, you will pick a topic 
related to Chicago blues and write a short description of the topic.  The second week, you will 
focus on the history of that topic. The third week, you will focus on contemporary 
interpretations of that topic – it is recommended that you interview a contemporary blues 
musician. The fourth week, you will explore the race/class/gender implications of your topic. 
Prompts for each assignment will be released at the beginning of each week at the latest. We 
encourage you to discuss your work with your fellow students, but you need to turn in your own 
work. 

● Final Paper and Presentation 
Due Date: End of the last week 
Description of Assignment and Expectations: Develop your weekly research into a final project. 
A ten-page paper with an additional two page-bibliography using one inch margin on all sizes 
and 12 font is expected. The paper has to be logically argues and well copy-edited before 
submission. 

● Record yourself presenting your research in a 5-20 minute video 

Participation 

You will be expected to participate in weekly live sessions over Zoom. They will be held Wednesday 
nights 8-9:30pm. You can find the link here. 

You will also be expected to post on the discussion board weekly and respond to the posts of other 
students. Please post by Friday and respond by Sunday each week. Prompts for each discussion 
board will be released at the beginning of each week at the latest. 

https://zoom.us/
https://zoom.us/

